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panies Act ‘of 1886, The provisions of . Part
IIT, which are te be incorporated in the
Midland Company’s Aect, are as follow:—
Clauge 19, gates and cattle stops; Clause
22, Comniissioner may fix charges; Clause
23, the Commissioner may from time to
time make by-laws; Clanse 24, provision as
to by-laws; Claunse 25, custody, carriage and
delivery of goods; Clause 26, special agree-
ments; Clangse 28, power to collect and de-
liver goods outside limits of railway; Clause
29, penalty for pgiving false consignment
note or way  bill, extra c¢harge also
payable; Clause 30, lien; Clauge 31,
gocds may be sold on refusal to pay
charges; Clanse 32, goods left by unknown
owner may be sold Clause 33, application
of proceeds of sale; Clause 34, conveyance
of dangerous goods; Clause 40, exemption
from Mability in certain cages; Clause 41,
penalties for injuries to railways; Clange 42,
penalties for grave offences on railways;
Clanse 43, offences on railways punishable
by fine or imprisonment; Clause 44, re-
moval of passenger not paying his fare;
Clanse 45, penalties for offences relating to
tickets; Clause 46, penalties for travelling
without payment of fare; Clause 47, defini-
tion of free pass; Clause 48, offences on
railways punishable by fine; Clause. 49, per-
gons committing certain offences may be
arrested; Clause 350, summary interference
on breach of by-law; Clanse 51, penalty for
offences by railway servants; Clause 52,
railway servants respomsible for damage;
Clause 53, railway servant may impound.
All of thege, I think, are provisions that any
company earrying on a railway should have
power to enforce. It will be noticed that
not the whole of the powers comtained in
Part IIT. of the Government Railways Aect
of 1904 are to be conferred upon the Mid-
land Railway Company by the Bill.  The
only powers conferred on the company by

the Bill are those mentioned in the schedule,

that is to say, Sections 19, 22 to 34, inclu-
give, 40 to 53, inclusive. 'The ﬁrt three
sections of Part ITI, would not apply. See-
tions 20 and.21 are omitted; that is to say,
the privileges céntained in those seclions
are not inecorporated im the Bill. Sec-
tions 35 to 39, inclusive, also are
not included in the new powers granted
toe the company, for the reason that it is
congidered these sections confer special pri-
vileges upon the Commissioner of Railways
which should not be enjoyed by a private
company. For instance, in Section 37 it is
provided that no action ghall be maintain-
able against the Commissioner unless eom-
menced within three montha after its cause
has arisen in the cage of loss or damage of
goods, or within six months in other cases,
while Seetion 39 limits to £2,000 the amount
of liability for personal injuries. Briefly,
the object of the Bill iz to carry out the
obllgatlon get up in the contract for the
eonstruction of the railway, to vest in the
company in fee simple the land on which the
railway has been construcied, to confer on
the company statutory powers for the work-
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ing of its railway, and to incorporate snch
provisions of the Government Railways Act,
1004, as are necessary for the proper man-
agement, maintenance, and control of the
rajlway, including the fixing of rates and
eharges and the making of by-laws.. But:
in regard to the fixing of rates it is im-
portant to bear in mind that such rates will
require the approval of the Minister, This
is made clear by Subelause 2 of Clause 5,
which further provides that the provise to
Section 22, under whick the Commissioner
may from time to time fix special seales of
charges, shall not have ecffect in the case
of the Midland company, without the con-
sent in writing of the Minister, I think
it will be found that the Bjll protects the
interests of the public whilst giving to the
company something necessary to enable it
to carry on its business in a proper man-
ner. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motien by Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 6371 p.m.

Legislative Hssembly,
Thursday, 23rd October, 1919.
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Rni]wny sleeping berths and ooloured 1

Motor amhulances ‘on rallways

‘Munltion and War Workers, land settlement

Rallway carrlages, overcrowding

Hamptcon Plains (1) Water Supply H (2) Ros.d
ftom Boulder

Royal Commission, Natlonal Workers

Rills: lndustries Asslatance Act Am.endment 1R,
Road Districts, report .
Peatling Act Amendment, Council's Message
Slaughter of Calves Restriction, returned

Atinual Estimates: Votes and items disoussed

Questions ;

The SPEAKER tock the Chair at
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAY SLEEPING
BERTHS AND COLOURED
PASSENGERS,

Mr. DUFP asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: In view of the pronounced objection
on the part of the travelling publie, who at
present are compelled to occupy eleeping
berth accomimodation in compartments with
colonred passengers, will he undertake to
amend the railway regulations to provide
separate - accommodation for such passen-
gers? ~ .
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The MINISTER FOR' RATLWAYS re.
plied: The matter will receive consideration.

QUESTION—MOTOR AMBULANCES
ON RATILWAYS,

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Has a motor vehicle heen placed
on the Albany to Denmark spur railway?
2, Is this a motor ambulance? 3, If so, will
he consider the application for a similar
vehicle being placed on the York-Bruce Rock-
Merredin line? 4, Is he aware that this re-
guest has a]reaély been before his depart-
ment, and that of the Minister for Health§

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1 and 2, A motor trolly, with ambu-
lance a.ttachments is now being fitted, and
will be available for the Deumark line short.ly
3 and 4, If, after trial, it proves satisfactory,
ateps will be taken to i.ntroduce the system of
motor ambulances on other spur lines where
necessary.

QUESTION—MUNITION AND WAR
WORKERS, LAND SETTLEMENT.

Me, DUFF asked the Premier:' Whether,
in view of the definite decision of the Com-
monwealth Government to make available to
munition and war workers who may desire
to go upon the land the same financial assist-
ance as it does in respect of soldier settlers,
‘ig it the intention of the Governmnent to agree
to include such war workers in their land
settlement schemes?

The PREMIER replied: The matter is re-
ceiving eonsideration.

QUESTION—RAILWAY CARRIAGES,
OVERCROWDING.

Hon. W, . ANGWIN asked the Minister
for Railways: Will he have leather straps,
ag provided in tramears, fixed in the railway
carriages used between Perth and Fremantle
to assist passengers to keep their feet, in
view of overcrowding?

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS re-
plied;: The matter is receiving attention. If
the hon, member is referring to the paragraph
on gvercrowding of trains, appearing in the
report of the Commissioner of KEailways,
Queensland, 1919, in which it is stated:—
f'Deeasionally complaints are made regard-
ing. overcrowding in our suburban trains, and
the Railway Department is adversely eriti-
eised. It may be of interest to suburban resi-
dents to know that the suburban train and
other public conveyances in America are- pro-
vided with stanchioms and straps for the
comiort of people whe have to stand on the
journey. Overcrowding appears to be the
rule rather than the exception, and I pever
heard any complaints regarding it. It is
taken as an unavoidable condition of subur-
ban travel where large crowds have to be
eqnveyed within a ghort peried, morning and
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evening.”’ It is known that oceasionally
there is some overcrowding in some of the
compartments in the suburban area, but with
the issue of the new time table an inereased
numnber of trains have been provided, which
should meet requirements. In the meantime
arrangements have been made for relief
trains to run when necessary to ease the
tabled trains.

QUESTIONS (2)—HAMPTON PLAINS.
Water Supply.

Mr. GREEN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is he aware that a total cessation
of work on the Hampton Plains leases will
be mnecessitated if the water supply .service
is not completed. to that distriet within five
weeks? 2, Will he rush the work forward
50 as to c0mplete it within the required time?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS replied:
1, No. 2, Arrangements for a temporary
gupply are being considered. At present
ample water is provided in Wullibar dam.
In an emergency water e¢an be trucked via
company’s line at shori notice.

Road from Boulder.

Mr, GREEN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, From what particular portion of
Boulder district will the surveyed road be
started to connect with the Hampton Plains
goldfield? 2, When will the work be started$

The MINISTER FOR WORES replied:
1, From Hamilton Btreet, Boulder. 2, In-
structions were given on Wedneséla.y la.st to
start the work at once.

QUESTION —ROYAL COMMISSION,
NATIONAL WORKERS.

Mr. JONES asgked the Premier: 1, What
has been the cost to date of the Royal Com-
mission on the National workers? 2, Is it
intended to end this Commisgion in the near
futore?

The PREMIER replied: 1, £140 0s. 54,
2, It is expected that the Commission will
short.lyo complete its labours.

BILT~—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT AMENDMENT.

Introduced and read a first time.

EILL—ROAD DISTRICTS,
Roport of Committee adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1919-2¢,
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day;
Stubbs in the Chair.

Vote—London Agency, £7,526:

My,
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Item, Speeial Child
£150,

The CHAIRMAN: An amendment hasg
Leen moved by Mr, Mullany that the item
be struck out.

Mr. MALEY: I hope the Cowmmitiee wilk
nof agree to the deletion of this item. I may
have misunderstood the hon. member whe
moved to strike out the item at the pre-
vious sittieg, but he appeared to me to im-
pute something in the nature of motives to
My, Tairbridge, the officer in question, Mr,
Tairbridge, as we know, was a Rhodes
scholar, and before leaving Oxford at the
termination of Lis university carcer, at-
tended a gathering of Rhodes scholars, the
outcome of which gathering was that he
took upon himself the task of founding the
Child Emigration Socicty of Great Britain.
This institution has carried on operations
at Pinjarral for some years, The work of
the society has been carried on with the au
of voluntary subscriptions from Great Bri-
tain, and up to date no less a sun than
£6,500 has been spent by the scciety, and
the State Government have contributed very
little more than £1,000.

Hon. P. Collier: The Government were
not under any obligation to contribute.

Mr. MALEY: When the war broke out
people who had mowey to give to institn-
tions such as this devoted it to other pur-
poses.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: But they wuanted
assigtance before the war broke out.

Hon. P. Collier: They were on the rocks
hefore war broke out.

My, MALEY: [ do not think so.

Hon. P. Collier: T am sure of it.
in office at the fime.

Myr. MALEY: One of the greatest pro-
blems facing ns is that of securing agricul-
tural labourers, Only recently a question
wag asked in the House of Representatives
on this subject, and Mr. Glymn, in replying,
said that great dificulty was experienced
in England at the present time in sccuring
farm Jabourers as emigrangs, and he men-
tioned that a recent appeal had only brought
four applications.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He does not know
anything about it.

Mr. MALEY. Having regard to the break-
ing up of old estates in the old country and
the high cost of production, the problem
will be accentuated for the next five or ten
years. I kmow it to be a fact that at the
present time it is almost impossible—and
that has been the position for two vears
past—to securc any asaistance from the in-
dustrial schools or any similar organisa-
tions. We know that there are many re-
turned soldiers going on the land who are
ineapacitated to some degrec.

Emigration Officer,

We were

Hon. P. Cellier: Incapacitatcd! That is
nonsense.
Mr. MALEY: Tt is not nonsense. On the

Yandanooka estate, two one-armed men have

been allowed to engage in farming opera-

tions.
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Hon. P. Collier: My experience is that
the authorities dre very strigt,

“Mr. MALEY: I wish to read an extract
from a latter from Mr. Kingsley Fairbridge
as follows— ‘

The Government have offered ms the
position of Assistant Bmigration Officer

at €23 a month for six months after I

arrive in England, and I am very grateful

tor this, but it will Le of little use [ am
afraid, unless the Government are also

Jbrepared to confinue the present subsidy

in respeet of future parties of child im-

migrants during their period ‘of training

at the farm sehool. 1 wrote to the British

Government early this year, advising

them that the Western Australian Gov-

ernnent were giving the farm school a

capitution grant of Gs. per week and ask-

ing them to give us a similar capitation..

Bince then I have leard from the Right

Hon. the Secretary of State for the Colo-

nies, and the Hon, the Under Sevrvetary

of State for the Colonies, and the latter,
as Chairman of the Oversea Settlement:

Committee, has invited me to wait upon

His Majesty’s Government to discuss my

propesal with them, Tt is quite ohvious

that if the Western Aagtralian Govern-
ment now  withdraw their eapitatiom
grant in respeet of future parties of
¢hildren, I shall not be able to ask the

British Government for a capitation

grant, and the opportunity to seeure a

grant from the British Govermment will

have disappeared—probably for ever.
It should appeal to wmembers of the Oppo-
gition that these wchildven who have no
chance of life whatever, may well.be faken
from the stums of the Old Country and
given a chance of life here. Tt has heen
suggested on more than one ceeasion that
Mr. Fairbridge was trying to hang on to his
job. What sort of job is it? His motives
have been of the best. The gentlemén whe
have agsisted DLy acting on his committees
in this State, are of wvery high stand-
ing in the ecommunity and would not
lend themselves to  anything of that
kind. These boys would make desir-
able ecitizens. Of the bhoys who. have been
trained in the institution, not one has drifted
into the towns. The biggest problem we
have to face is that of obtaining agricultural
labour and, if we can bring ont these hoys,
give them a chance and make good citizens
of them at very small cest to the State, we
shall he doing a good service to the country
and to the children in the slums of London.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Members might be in-
terested to know that on the board, of trus-
tees controlling this school are the President
in anothsr place, Dr. IHarvey, Professor
Shann, Professor Murdoch, Mr. James Bren-
nan, and other citizens who would not lend
their support to an institution if there was
anything of a shady nature attaching to it.

The Minister for Works: No one sug-

geats that. .

Hon., P. Collier: Have you not a better

line of  defence than that?
¢
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Mr. -GRIFFITHS: The member for Men-
zies (Mr. Mullany) made a statement last
night which was only a half truth and I must
contradiet it. He said these people had
brought out children and had not fulfilled
their obligations but had left the children
to be kept by the State, Is that quite {ruet

Mr, Mullany: Yes, and. I shall show yon
presently.

Mr, Mungie: Of course it is true. )

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Considering that £6,500
was sent from England and spent in this
country-

Hon. P. Collier: And they were leff to be
maintained by this State, That is absolutely
true.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: England contributed
half of the capitation grant,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Some of the boys
were receiving it up to 17 years of age and
giher children do not get it after the age of

Mr. GRIFFITHS: In July, 1915, the first
capitation grant was received from the State
Government, and that was due to a eondition
of affairs brought ahout by the war. The
source of vevenve was eut off; many people
who had been contributing could no longer do
8o, and it became necessary to apply to the
Govermment for assigtance. It iz not true
to say that these people did not fulfil their
obligations and that the children were left
on the State, Up to a certain extent, only
half the nsmal capitation grant was made to
the institution. Those responsible for the
movement were filled with the highest motives.
They saw the oppertunity to stop some of the
economic waste of man power taking place
in the old world and, at the same time, to
strengthen our position by sending us boys
who would become eapable, useful Australian
citizeng. All expenses were borne up to July,
1915, nearly a year after the war started,
without Government assistance. At that time
application was made for the ecapifatios
grant.

The Minister for Works: What did they
gett

Mr, GRIFFITHES: A sum of £6,500 has
been received from England, and the State
Government’ have provided something over
£1,000. T.ooking at it merely from the two
gides of the ledger, it has been a good in-
vestment. We have 40 capable young fellows
filling positions with eredit to themselves and
to the school in which they were trained.
There is great need for the labour they can
provide, and the demand for them has been
in the ratio of three to every one who eould
be supplied, .

Mr. O'Loghlen: They are cheap.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: I should expeet that
remark from the hon. member,

Mr. O’Loghlen: What are the farmers pay-
ing?

Mr. GRIFFITHS:
wages. )

Hon. T. Walker: What is the current rate
of wages?

The current rate of

_ to raise for
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Mr. O’Loghlen: Bring documentary proof
and make your cagse good.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I have come into con-
tact with many of these boys and they are
delighted with the life and quite contented.
Is it not hetter to get these boys, who will
make capable farm labourers, than to assist,
as we have doue, incapable townsmen who
come out ostensibly to go on the land and
who finally drift back to the towns?

Mr. O’Loghlen: Did you come out with
the intention of going on the land$

Mr. GRIFFITHS: [ did, and was on the
land within a few years after I came here.

Mr. S8mith: You were not trained at Fair-
bridge.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: No; perhaps it would
have been & good thing for me if I had
been, These hoys are proving their worth
as farm labourers, while other immigrants,
who came out'to go on the land, have drifted
back to the eities fo swell the popnlation there.
Canada has for some years gone in for &
policy of child immigration, long before this
school was instituted in Western Awustralia,
and they are working thia form of immigra-
tion fovr all they are worth.

Mr. Mungie: I would not mind that here
if it was under the control of the State.

Mr. GRIFPFITIS: Is it not better for us
to eneourage this forin of immigration and
to get young fellows hefe and train them to
be farmers, than to import a number of men
who remain- about in tlie eity?

The PREMIER: This item represents a
sum of £150, which will be given to Mr.
TFairbridge for six months’ services in Loa-
don while he is attached to the Agent Gen-
eral’s office. His passage Home was not paid
for him.

Mr, Munsie: What work will he do?

The PREMIER: He will attend to work
in eonnection with child emigration, and do
any other work the Agent General may wish
him to do.

Mr. Munsie: And bring immigrants out
here to be controlled by himself?

The PREMIER: Mr. Fairbridge proposes
child emigration at least
£15,000. The Government have given no um-
dertaking to assist him any further, or to
support the children when they come here.
When he can raise this money and the lads
are available, he will communicate with the
Government through the Apgent General, and
big propoaals will be considered. If the boys
are brought here and there is no money
forthcoming from London to keep them, no
doubt they will fall back upon the hands of
the State. Up to the present Mr. Fairbridge
hag turned out-about 40 boys, and the State
har assisted to the extent of about £1,100.

Hon, W, G, Angwin: And £6 8s, for fares,

The PREMIER: There can be no objec-
tion to the expenditure of this small sum, If
Mr. Fairbridge ean raise the rioney, and go
on with his scheme, the State will benefit to
the extent of getting a wvery cheap form of
immigration.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I hope we will con-
sider this matter without regard to the per-
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sonality of Mr. Fairbridge, or the motives
which actuate him in taking on this child
immigration scheme. Hon. members on the
cross benches will persist in making this a
-personal matter, but there is no attack in-
tended upon Mr. Fairbridge, I am prepared
to accept him on the estimation of hon, mem-
bers on the cross benches. There is behind
this matter, however, a great principle, the
principle of child immigration. The scheme
undertaken by this gentleman broke down
before the war, and since then he failed to
make good without Government assistance,
What is the use of hon. members saying how
fine it would be to take the children from the
slums of England and bring them to sunny
Australia! Are we in a position to be God-
father to . all the destitate children of Great
Britain?

Hen. W. €. Angwin: It would be a splen-
did thing if we had the money. .

Hon. P. COLLIER: We must take into
consideration our own financial position and
the welfare of the children at present in the
State. Notwithstanding Mr. Fairbridge’s as-
surance that he can raise £15,000, he still
has bhad to fall baek upon the State for a
paltry £150 to enable him to carry oot his
object. This State will be respomsible for
any children connected with the secheme in
the event of ita breaking down. Is it right
that we should encourage Mr. Fairbridge to
embark upon a scheme of this kind when we
have no voice in the selection of the children
or in the management of the scheme? It ap-
pears that this venture is receiving more
gopport than the institutions within the
State are receiving,

Mr, Harrigson: What asset have yom for
that expendituref

Hon. P. COLLIER: We have our own
ehildren up to the age of 15 to comsider.
These are thrown on the world to eare fheir
own living without any finaneial backing.
How old will the children he tha.t Mr. Pair-
bridge brings out?

Mr, Harrison: From six to elght years of
age.

The Colonia] Secretary:
of age upwards.

Hon. P. COLLIER: At what  age will
they be sent out to the farmers?

Mr. Pickering: At the age of 16.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Is this the first step
in a proposal to put cheap. child labour on
the -farmst

Mr. Pickering: No!

Hon., P, COLLIER; We ought to know
the full effect of this scheme and what wages
will be paid to these young fellows,

Mr. Hickmott: I had two 16-year-old
boys last harvest, and gave them £2 a weck
and their keep.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not want to see
any system of cheap child labour encouraged
by the Government.

Mr. Pickering: Do you advocate that chil-
dren should be paid the same rate of wages
as menf

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, but they should
get a fair rate.

- From nine years
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Mr. Pickering: And so they do. |

Hon, P. COLLIER: The scheme is an
elaborate ons, and, if it is to be so beneficial
to the sons of Gz_'ea.t. Britain and ultimately
to’ Western Australia, why is Mr. Fairbridge
in need of such a small amount as £150 to
carry him on for six monthe?

The Colonial Secretary: Mr, Fairbridge
will’ be used also to assist in securing adult
immigrants for Western Australia. Wher-
ever he pgoes lecturing he will do that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: In six months the
mzn is to raise £15,000, and organise a
scheme to bring out chﬂdren; yet it is ex-
pected that he will have sufficient time to
agsist in the general immigration policy as
well.

The Oolonial Seeretary: He will be out
lecturing all over the place, advertising
Western Australia. .

Hon, P. COLLIER We have had 30,000
West ‘Australians in Gallipoli and I‘rance
If they have not sufficiently advertised West-
ern Anstralia, I do not think Mr, Fairbridge
can do much better, Tn the past this State
had to undertake the responsibility of main-
taining, to ap extent, 'destitute children
brought oqut here under Mr. Fairbridge’s
gchéme, What guarantee have we that the
same thing will not obtain under his new
scheme?

The Minister for Works: He has to sub-
mit his proposals to the Premier.

Hon, P, COLLIER: The Premier has no
¢ontrol over him., He has not to get the
consent of the Premier.  The Government
have nothing at all to do with if, beyond
paying him the £150. He can bring out
1,000 children if he likes, and if his scheme
breaks down the State will have to maintain
those 1,000 children. We have no contrel,
no safeguard against financial obligations.
Had Mr, Fairbridge not been a promineant
member of the Country party, this item
would never have been on the Estimates

Mr. MULLANY: I regret the attitude
taken over this question by members of the
Country party.

Mr, Pickering: Perhaps we regret yours.

Mr. MULLANY: You are at liberty to
do” so.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Somebody will be
writing a letter and calling you & damn liar.

Mr. MULLANY: They have made this a
personal matter in favour of Mr, Fairbridge.
I -am not considering Mr. Pairbridge pes-
gonally at all. Im sendlng Mr. Fa.lrbndge
to England, to-day:

‘The Colonial Secretary: We are not send-
ing him,

Mr. MULLANY: But you are.
yon say thatf
this? ’

Heon. P. Collier: He could not have gone
without assistanee, and the Government have
asgisted him.

Mr. MULLANY: He has gone with the
anthority of the Government; he is sent as
immigration officer.

Hon. ‘P. Collier: He is attached to the
Apent General’s office. .

How can
What sort of camouflage is
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Mr. MULLANY: That is g0. The mem-
ber for York has said that my remarks last
night were not true.

Mr. Griffiths: They were a half-truth,
You said the children were maintained by
the Government,

Mr. MULLANY: 8o they were. For the
year ended 30th June, 1917, the farm school
at Pinjarrah received from the Government
£293 16s.; for the year ended 30th June,
1918, it received £182, and for the year ended
80th June, 1919, it received £329.

Mr. Money: How many boya are there?

Mr, MULLANY: Seven. I believe that
most of the original number have gone out
to work. Thid scheme wasg started in Eng-
land in 1910; the boys arrived here in 1011
or 1912, Before war was declared the scheme
had broken down, the responsible persoms in
England apparently having tired of con-
tributing to its maintenance.

Mr. Griffiths: You do not make allowance
for the war, .

Mr. MULLANY{ I tell the hon. member
the scheme had broken down before war was
declared. The member for York has said that
the people in England could not continune
their contributions owing to the strain of the
war. But Wéstern Australia, owing to the
gtrain of the war, was unable to do justice
to her own destitute children. We have
quite sufficient destitute children in  this
State, yet Mr. Fairbridge is sent Home to
bring out more,

The Premier: No.

My, MULLANY: 8o long as Mr. Fair-
bridge ¢an find in England sufficient asgist-
ance to organise the scheme and pay the
fares of the children to Western Auwstralia,
he can on arrival throw the whole of the
children on to the Charities Department. The
member for York is the only member of this
Committes who has made any imputation ‘of
shady transactions against this gentleman.’

Mr. Griffiths: I referred to previcus de-
bates. )

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
viona debates?

Mr., MULLANY: If the Government think
the policy of encouraging child immigration
& good one, let them come out m the open
and say so.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I w111 have to support
. this, because the Government are under
& contract, They will have to pay £150 to
Mr, Fairbridge because' he went away.mmder
that agreement. But .the paying of that
sum ghould not be taken =ss an indiedtion
of State sanction of: his acheme. It is
quite obwvious that, laudable as Mr. PFair-
bridge’s schemeé is, any large number of
children that he may bring out under it
will nltimately become a charge upom the
8tate. I have gore through the farm
achool, and, notwithstanding the comments
“of a certain newspaper, no mémber of Par-
liament has attacked elther the athool or
the character and standing of Mr. -Fair-

"bridge. I believe him to be a cultured
gentleman of high motives, and one who
could do much better for himself financially

Who did a0 in pre-
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in other pursuits; but I regard his scheme
as premature for Western Australia. If the
Colonial Seeretary gave the figures of the
State Childrer and Charities Department,
they would prove an eloquent discourage-
ment of Mr. Fairbridge’s scheme. More-
over, in the timber industry there are large
families growing up with no outlook for
the boys. OQur first duty is to the children
of Western Auatralia. Again, with regard

‘o the goldfields there is a scheme in opera-

tion to transfer the bhoys there to the
farms. However, there is need to see that
the farmers do not exploit boy labour. Tt
is a notorions fact that in the farming in-
dustry sweating is more prevalent than in
any other Australian indwstry. Dairying
has never yet flourished in Western Aus-
tralia for the simple reason that that in-
dustry is never resorted to until conditions

in other industries become utterly unat-

tractive. The reports of . Government in-

- &pedtors in New South Wales show that

children engaged in raral industries there
work sach long hours in the morning and in
the evening as to be unable to Tearn' at
school, for sheer wearinéss. Reverting to
the tlmber industry, T may point out that
a big fight was necessary in order to séeure
adequate wages for the few boys employed
on the sawmills. The newspapers con-
stantly publish advertisements from farm-
ers requiring ‘‘a strong youth,’’ which in
practice means one fit to do a man’s work
for half the pay of a man. As regards Mr.
Fdirbridge ' scheme, if it is to be pro-
¢eofled with, it should not be restricted to
children in the east end. of London, but
ghould include the children of other ]a.rge
English towns and also childten from Seot-
land, Wales, and Ireland. However, I con-
sider that: the Government would not be
justified in spemding public menay for the
cneouragement of ebild immigration on a
large scele, until everything needful hag
‘been doume to give our own little Austra-
hans & start in life.

. ROCKE: There is no worthier work
than thai_: of uplifting c¢hildren and giving
them that chance in life. 10 which every
human being is entitled. Y do not for a
moment question Mr, Fairbridge’s motives,

“but for a’long time 'l have felt that in this

city, of .Perth we have an army of slum
children, and that these have the first claim
on any funds which the State can make
available for the uplifting of child life.
My opinion on the point has heen eonfirmed

-by the evidence given: before the sslect
-'eommittee

‘into the

State Children 3and
Charities Department.

That _evidence; if it

18" true, ‘shows ‘that the condition of many

children in Petth to- -day is alinodt hopeless.
Only this afternoon the chairman of the
select committee and ‘myself visited a place
where, wé had been informed, a neglected
ehild resided. We found the pla.ee to be a
brothel, We have not yet discovered the
child, but we are defermined t6 do so. We
also visited another house where c¢hildren
were residing, and there was not a stick of
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furniture in the place. Thus is the criminal
class being reeruited in this very ecity of
Perth. If Mr. Fairbridge has been sent
Home as a lecturer, the amount of this item
could be put to better use. In view of the
partial failure which Mr. Fairbridge's
scheme has already cxperienced, it would
be better to reserve this money until the
time when the State will again be called
upon to maintain the children already at
the farm school. I shall support the amend-
ment of the member for Menzies because
I congider that our own c¢hildren shoald
have firat call on our public funds.

The PREMIER: I promise the member
for Menzies that the Government will treat
this question with all the ssriousness it
deserves. The member for South Fremantls
is absolutely wrong in suggesting that we
are not providing for our own children.

Mr. Rocke: We are doing it only in part,

The PREMIER: There is no country in
the world that is more gemerous to its poor
than Western Australia- is,

Mr. Green: We ought mot to have any
poor.

. Hon, P. Collier: We are net providing for
our own children to the same extent as for
these other children.

The PREMIER: Yes, we are. For my
part, I wish we had twice as many children
in the State. I hope the Committee will
not be led away by the remarks of the
member for South Fremantle. No one has
made any represeantations to me about the
needs of the children of this State. Where
are the boys about the streets of Perth who
are not cared for}

Mr. Rocke: The select committee will
furnish Parliament with a report proving
that the children are not cared for,

Mr. Nairn: You cannot do it.

Mr. Munsie: A lot more ean be proved
than the member for South Fremantle has
stated.

The PREMIER: Let the proof be pro-
duced:

Mr. Munsie:
are not careful.

The PREMIER: I want to do what is
right for the children.

Mr. Rocke; We saw the houges whare
these. children are living. They are not fit
places for them to be in,

The PREMIER: The hon. member ia not
telling the truth. ‘

Mr. Munsis: Why do you say thet what
., the hon. member has stated is not- true?

The PREMIER: The hon. member stated
that we were not protecting our young chil-
dren.. I do not say that some children are
not negleeted by people who have means,
but I do say that the State is providing
money and will continue to do so for the
. welfaro of these children. I want hon. mem-
bers to definitely understend that we have
not committed ourselves in any way in con-
nection with the expenditure of the £150
in question.

Mr. Munsie: How do you get out of the
fact that you have put it on the Estimates?

We will do that if you

.ernment of Western Augtralia,

-to  do,
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The PREMIER: Mr. Fairbridge is going
to the Agent General’s office.

Mr. Munsie: What will he do?

The PREMIER: Before Mr. Fairbridge
left the State he approached the Govern-
ment and represented that the British Gov-
ernment would very likely help in the e¢hild
emigration proposals. We told him then
that we would attach him to the Agent
General's office. Mr, Fairbridge stated that
he would raise a large sum of money in
England, that he had friends there whe
were interested in this child movement and
he would find the moncy. It was then that
we agreed he ahould become asgsociated with
the Agent General’s office while earrying out
this work and that when the British Govern-
ment had agreed to help with the project, he
could then submit his proposals to the Gov-
We are not
committed to one penny of expenditure on
behalf of these children. If they are breught
out they will be brought out as in the past.
They will require assisted pasages, T pro-
miged hon. members that assistance will not
be given to bring them here. We shall have
to be satisfied with Mr, Fairbridge's pro-
posal to raise an amount of money hefore
we ecommit Western Australia to a single
penny of expenditure beyond the £150 now
on the. Estimates. TIs there any hon. mem-
ber who would have objected to such a
proposal if it had been submitted to him as
a Minister. We require population in this
State and we believe that the bringing of
these children out here is thé right thing
.~ and if we can also get funds
gubseribed by those interested in the
movement in the Old Country surely ne
objection can be taken to it. It is more
than likely that these echildren will be
orphans or children of soldiers who have
fallen in battle. If we are desirous of get-
ting people, there is no cheaper way of secur-
ing them. When the Loan Estimates come
down and the immigration policy is discussed
‘that will be the time to indicate just what
our wishes are in regard. to this question
but at present, ag I have already stated, we
are not committing the country to the ex
penditure of a penny more than £150.

Mr, PICKEERING: It must be fresgh in the
memory of hon. members that on a previous
occagion an attack was made on Mr, Fair
bridge, I have before me a copy af the
fCall’? of the 26th September last which
replies to those attacks, The defence of Mr.
Fairbridge which appears in this newspape
s worth reading. It says—

The recent attacks on Kingsley Fair
bridge by Parliamentarians are deeper
in their significance than they may ap
pear at a cursory glance. The man singled
out ia a workér for an ideal, as distinc
from one who strives for commercial gain
The question suggests iteelf: Why is ar
idealist selected for disparagement? Othe:
men have come to thie State fo make ¢
living by running a ‘‘two-up school,’
others to live on the shame of women
There has never been a record in Parlia
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ment of any of these types being named
disparagingly by politicians, Why a man
who devotes his life to the uplift of his
fellows and consecrates his services to the
ennoblement of character should be selacted
for abuse from tongues of men silent on
the misdeeds and often leathsomeness of
others, is one of the perennial problems of

Australian public life. Certain it is that

the tendency to disparage loses many an

idealist for the country and gives it a

mereenary instead. ‘

We have had an emphatie protest from the
member for Hannans against child immi-
gration and the member for Fremantle on
similar lines. )

Mr. Munsie: You are wrong., I
“Unless the Government had some control
over the children.’’ Why do you not adi
those words?

Mr. PICKERING
member.

Mr. Mungie: You did not want to hear.

Mr, PICKERING: I am in favour of
child immigration. I was a member of the
deputation which waited or the Govern-
ment recently to impregs upon them the im-
portanee of bringing children out.

Hon. P. Collier: What depotation was
that?

Mr. PICKERTNG: A deputation of mem-
Ters of the Country party, and I am not
ashamed of it.

Hon. P. Collier: We are not saying that
yhu are.

Mr. PICEERING: T have yet to learn
that there arve children in the State in the
deplorable eondition we have heard abont
from the member for South Fremantle, If
what we have heard is the case, the Govern-
ment should take steps towards providing
inneediate rvelief,

My, Smith:
them? o,

Mr. PICKERING: 'There-are means for
dealing with them in homes which already
exist, and if we have not enough let us
start & State home for them.

Hon. P. Collier: Why not recruit our
State children for farm work?

Mr. PICKERING: There is no inelination
to send them on the land. 1 have been en-
gaged in active farming pursuits during the
past 15 years and during that peried I have
employed several boys. . They have been paid
the wages requesied by the institution from
where they came and that rate of pay has
been up to 23s. a week and food.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Did you train them in
farming work or politics?

AMr, PICKERING: At that time I was not
thinking of politics. T trained them in farm-
ing work. .

Mr. Jones: What age were they?

Mr. PICKERING: I suppose they were
16 or 17 years of age,

Mr. Q'Loghlen: They were men.

My, PICKERING: The hon. member can
call them what he likes, The faect remains
they were never dissatisfied with either the
wages. or the food they received. What T

T dlid not hear the hon.

What wonld you do with

said,

* received proper rest and instruction.
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cannot understand is the objection which is
raised to child immigration, If there is sny-
thing we are crying out for now it is mals
population, We know that the countries of
Eurape have been devastated and we have a
large population of women for whom we shall
be anxious to find husbands in the future.
If we bring out boys from nine years of age
upwards, we shail be able to instil into them
the principles we believe in, bring them up
in an Australian environment, and provide
what is absolutely necessary to the farming
community—trained and -skilled labour.
Great stress has been. laid on the vital neces-
sity for developing the farming industry, hm*
all farmers are confronted with the dQiffien tv
of getting adequate labour. As soon as boys
reach maturity, the tendency is for them
to flock to the towns and take up avoeations
there. ‘

Hon, W, G, Angwin: Would not these boys
do likewise?

Mr, PICKERING: So far they have not
done 30,
* Hon. W, G, Angwin: They are only boys

yet.

Mr. PICRERING: Some are 17 years of
age. I have -investigated Mr, Fairbridge’s
work and I can say that the boys on the farm
were well fed and elothed and healthy, and
They
received school instruction and, on off days,
were instructed in farming purseits. Many
of the boys have gonc !to farms and have
given complete satisfaction and proved them-
selves capable, hardworking, and conscienti-
ous. This State requires population, and the
advantage of jutroducing sueh boys is that
they have survived those ills responaible for
so mueh mortality in eatly childhood. They
are healthy boys, and there is every proapect
of .them developing into. good, vigorous Aus-
tralians. I regret that the policy of the
Govermment is so short-sighted, and I regret
the reiserated expression of the Premier not
to assist the movement. The Government are
misguided in this action, especially when we
consider the small amount required to ob-
tain this asset for the State. I shall sup-
port any swggestion for the introduction of
guch ehild immigrants subsidised by the State
to the same amount as by the British Gov-
crnment, '

The Minister for Works: In what acbion
are the Government misguided? .

Mr. PICEERING: The elections are rather
too near to.tell the Minister.

Hon, W. ¢. Angwin: Yon have no guaran-
tee that the British Government will subsi-
dige it. T shall agrec to 20,000 if the British
Goverument will keep them.

The Honorary Minister: That is the pro-
posal. ’ .

Hon. W. G Angwin: T would take the
British Government’s proposal; not' this.

Myr. PICKERING: Mr. Tairbridge proposes
that the sngtenance allowance should be in-
creased to that which would be given by the
British Government. The sop of £150 wag
not mcntioyeﬂ. at the time of the deputation
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three or four mornths ago. If the Govern-
ment consented to grant a small sum, Mr.
Fairbridge would be able to get an equiva-
lent amount from the British Government
and we should obtain very nedessary and de-
sirable immigrants. The Premier said it
would be impossible to get passages during
the next -12 mmonths, If go, there would be
no expenditure and, if the House desired,
either the expenditure or the number of boys
to be brought out could be limited until the
movement had been proved to be of advan-
tage to the State. Have members any objec-
tion to Mr, Fairbridge going to England and
raiging funds for this purposef

Hon. T, Walker: That is not the point.

Mr. PICKERING: The expenditure would
not be considerable. Therefore, the responsi-
bility of the Government would be small,
The member for Forrest (Mr. O’Loghien)
referred to the bad treatment meted out to
¢hildren engaged in the dairying industry in
New South Wales. I have no knowledge of
child labour being gimilarly exploited in this
State, and I would assist to prevent it by
imposing an age limit on the children so
employed.

Hon. P. Collier: The sweated children in
Vietoria, are mostly the childréen of the
farmers themselves, .

Mr, Smith: Has it occeurred here?

Mr. PICKERING: It has been alleged
by the *‘Sunday Times.’’ The Government
were Wise to include this item in the Esti-
mates and I hope the necessary assistance
will be given. If sueh children should bave
sustenance allowance till they attain the
age of 16, I hope the same privilege will be
extended to the children in our institutions,

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: The member for
Pilbara and myself have been pieked out
‘for baving cast reflections on Mr, Fair-
bridge. When this disenssion ecame up
some time ago, I pointed out the neces-
gity for the Government taking con-
trol of this institution, as of other in-
stitntions to which subsidies were paid.
The member for Sussex was nof satisfied
with that and urged me to speak out if
there was anything at the back of my pre-
posal. I told him what I had seen with my

'own eyes, nothing else, and I gave reasons

why the Government should have the super-
vision of such an ingtitution. I am pleased
to hear that since them, there has been an
improvement, and I believe the school is
now being condueted in a proper manner,
Neither the “‘Call’’ mor the = "‘Primary
Producer,”’ nor any other producer or con-
sumer, will preveni me from telling mem-
bers of the Honse anything which will be
of assistance in coming to a decision on
such a question. The Minister for Mines
can bear me ont that there was need for the
Government to contrel this institution.
The Minister for Mines: Absolutely,
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It was necessary
that the superintendent of charities should
be sent ‘there to Teport, and no doubt his
report eould he profluced. What T said was
true; yet ever since I have been hounded
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down allegedly for having said something
againgt Mr. Fairbridge. However, I do not
know the man. It was beneath his dignity
to see the officer in chargé of the depart-
ment, and apparently to sec anybody except
the Premier. Perhaps the Premier was
softer with him and he was able to get
money from him where he could not get it
out of me., I did not believe in contribut-
ing to an institution unless the State had
some say in the control. The best immi-
grants we can introdvee into Australia are
children,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 o 7.50 p.m.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The questionm ig
not whether we should let children come
into Western Augtralia, but whether . this
State can afford to add to its burden hy
promoting child immigration. The children
sent from Great Britain to Canada have
been mentioned; but they were sent there
by well known Fuglish organisations which
for generations have engaged in child wel-
fare work. Moareover, those organisations
looked after the children when they got to
Canada. Companigs have actually been
formed in England for the purpose of pro-
moting emigration to Canada, A gentle-
man eounected with a company which hag
spent three million pounds on that ohject
asked me whether child immigration would
not be suitable for Western Australia. T
told him that if he would float a company
with a eapital of three millions to support
the children after they got here, the pro-
posal would no doubt be favourably viewed
in Western Australia, T have nothing
whatever against the Fairbridge farm
school, Tt does not follow that those who
oppose c¢hild immigration are opposed to
that school. But when an organisation in
England has entered into an agreement
with this State, we expect the organisation
to carry out the agreement. The agree-
ment relative .fo Mr, Fairbridge’s schema
has never been carried out, except that the
Government have honoured their obligation
by paying £6 per head in respect of the
children intreduced under the scheme. The
Premier will be able to give details of the
agreement, which was negotiated by the
late Mr. ¥rank Wilson. It has been urged
that we should encourage this immigration
in order that the c¢hildren may be trained
as agrienlturists because the aduly immi-
grants introduced by the Government have
been, not agriculturists, but town workers.
In this connection I would like to read, for
the information especially of the member
for Sussex, an extract from a letter which
was widely published in the English Press
during 1913; and T may point out that very
few immigrants have come to Western Ans-
tralia since 1914. Mr. R. L. Gilbert was
our immigration officer in London at that
time, and the extract T am about to quote
is from s letter publighed over hia signa.
ture—

The Government advertise the State as

2 field for immigration in ita agrieultural
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capacity only, and whatever representa-
tions are made thronmgh this office are
made to men who lave bad some -experi-
ence of farming, or are couutry workers
such as enn reasonably be assured of work
in the country and not in the towns, I
make it clear to your readers that the im-
migration of unskilled or cven skilled
town labourers to Western Australia is not
conconraged, and that the only eclass the
State will assist is for country or farm
work,
It unsuitable persons emlgrate(l to this State
aiter being warned in that manner, the Gov-
ernment cannot be blamed. Nor com our Gov-
ernment officers in Liondon be Dblamed, be-

eausge they must have been misled regaldmg-

the oecupations of the immigrants they sent
{orward. When the Labour party took office
in 1911, we found that the London agency
fiad instruetions to send out ail and sundry,

The Premier: - Oh, no!

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: Let the Premier
Iny on the Table a letter of instructions in
this connection written to the Agent General
by Mr. Gonnolly wlhen Golonial Sceretary.

The Premier: You are not often wrong,
but you are wrong thiz time,

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: The Labour party
put an end to that policy by limiting immi.
grngion as deseribed in the letter from which
I have quoted. Tt has been said that the im-
migrants  whom the Tabonr CGovernment
Irought out drifted back into the fowns, and
therefore were £ailures. 1But is it the truth that
the men were failures, or is it that they met
with disappointments here? When they came
here, were they treated as the. Government
of Western Australia intended they should
bé treated?

Mr. Pickering: 1 hope not. -
Jfon. W. €. ANGWIN: Let me read to

the Committec a few applications for ‘men
which were received by the Government in
1913—

Will you kindly supply mc with two new
arrivals of good appenrance to learn: farm-
ing. Wages 10s. per week and board. On
no acconnt send a man ‘onless he ha,s refm
cnees showing pood rveeords.

Will you kindly semd me along a man to
fallow and plongh and work ecultivator:
Wages 15¢, a week and keep. '

Kindly send me onc young man Must
make himself genorally useful. Strong and
healthy, Wages 10s. to 15s. a weck.

Will you please send me a strong young
man for eclearing land. - Experience un-
neeessary, Will give 15s, a weck and keep.

Will yon send me a man for picking up
sticks aml stones off failow land.  Tmmi-
grant preferred. Will give him 153, a
week. S

Please send me one young man, new oir-

rival, immigrant. Must be healthy and
strong. Willing to learn clearing. “Wages
158,

Whether kecp is to be ineluded is not statdd.
Plaase send me a new arrival from Epg-
land for farm work. Wages 15s. :

[39]

-gidigal

ioer

Will you $end mie.a farm labourer; must
have knowledge of horses; wages 158,

I notice in the  West Australian’® to-
day that the ‘‘Belgic?’ is due next Wed-
nesday. If you havé a good strong farm
hand plc‘tse sendl me one along, “wages
17s. Gd. a week.

These “‘GLO the -wages then offermg for im-
migrants when they arrived here. ls it any
wonder thot men who were brought out here

from the Old Country flocked back to the
- townd Faney bringing a man here and giv-

ing him these wages, when he expected soon
after his arrival -te be able -to neminate his
wife and family -for transport to Western
Austratia! How could a man live on those
wages? The conditiens, which have Leen vi-
fered to the men after their arrival here
have been the cause of flu\'mg them into the
populous eentros. Lo

Mr, Moncy: Ale you leferrmg to child
immigrantsy -

Hon, W. . ANGWIN Neo, to men.
Members on the cross benches have endea-
voured to show that it is meecessary to bring
in child labonr because' of the seareity of
men, and I thought I was justified in ghow-
ing the other side of the question, Al this
damage I1:1~; been. done by Western Austra-
lians and not by the officers in England. I
believe in doumigration. We have spaces to
fill wheh must be filled, dnd our fntere pros-
perity and decreased. taxation depend on
pepulation, - But we wait people to come
herz wlho ean e¢arry out the policy of the
Government, to producc We are paying ap-.
proximately £60,000 a ‘year for the mainten-
auec of futherless. children and those in sub-
iustitutions, and -the Goevernment
choulit pange before adoptmg any policy that
will be the means in fature of increasing this
Lirge ‘amount.: If the British Government are
gomg to send ent young chiklren at their
own’ expense, let them do so.

The, Premier: I am eertain they would
ot do that.

~Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: It would not he
Fair to our small population to inercase the
lurge: burdens. they already have to mcet in
respect to the ‘care of children in the State.
- Mr. ROCKE: T did not suggest that the
Btate -Government werc not doing good work’
amongst the eliildren of the State. I think
they are’ doing so. T would impress: up(m
the OGommittce, however, that mueh remains
to* be done, and that our own slum children
should have the firgt call upon the funds of
the Statc. -

"Mr, LUTEY: I support the amendment.
Qur “ficat ity is to the children within our
State, There are many young'lads in need
of employment at the present time. The mem-
ber for Susséx said that ~Aunstralizn lads
eotild not be kept on” farming .areas. That is
not to he wohdered at wvhen we think of how
some of these lads are treated. It is time
the Couwitry party and their followers were
told that there are some-employers who should
bz put in gael for the way they freat the
lails ‘en their farms. Instances ean be given
to show how bad the accommodation is that
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is given to thepe boys, many of whom have
had to sleep in old sheds or in strippers.
That is not the way to encourage lads to take
up tarming.

Mr. Piekering: I have not come in con-
tact with any of those.

Mr, LUTEY: I know how shamefully lads
who have been taken from the orphangages
bave been treated in the country.

Mr. Thowson: That cannot happen so far
as the orphanages in this State are comcerned,

Mr, LUTEY: Some of the lads who have
Ieft farming to go to the goldfields will never
go back to farming again, because of the
way they have been treated. Of course others
lave been fortunate in finding good employ-
ment, The farmer should be the first man to
hold up to secorn anybody who treated a boy
in this way. The hours they have to work
are very long, and they have te work very
hard.

The Celonial Secretary: If a man is to be
a suceess(ul farmer he must be vp before sun-
rise. -

Mr. LUTEY: The farmer is working in ,

his own interests and expects the lads to do
the same on 10s. or £1 2 week and their keep.
I hope members of the Country party will
" see that a better state of affairs is brought
abont in our farming areas

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I believe

in c¢hild immigration, because 1 think we
have thus an excellent opportunity of mak-
ing good citizengsof the younger generation.
I have nothing te say against the Ilairbridge
Farm school. I know that Mr. Fairbridge
has had excellent results with his boys, and
that this is testified to' by the many farmers
who have had boys from this
working for them. Mr, Fairbridge did not
start the institution himself. There is an
overseas settlement seheme for child immi-
gration, and in this State we have a child
ionnigration society. The chairman is Mr,
W, Kingsmill, and there are many others
who are alse interested in the school and
who are practically conducting its operations,
The chairman of this society in England is
Bir Arvthur Lawley. It 4s a society that we
should recognige, and if possible we should
not interfere with the channel of immigra-
tion between this State and the Old Country.
1 do not think there is any chance of these
particular children being thrown back on the
State, beeause a definite promise lhas been
made that a sufficient sum will be raised in
the Old Country for the support of the ehild-
ren if they arc brought to Western Australia.
Mr. Fairbridge, who takes a deep personal
interest in fthis guestion, and whose school
at Pinjarra hds now been largely depleted as
the result of the boys going out to work,
was making g teip Home of his own accord
for the purposs of raising £15000 for the
expansion of his school, and making selection
of a fresh contingent of boys. In all M,
Fairbridge has received from the State for
the training of the boys a little over £1,100.
In the first place he was granted 4s. per
week per boy. Finding that was not sufficient,
he made an application for an inecrease, and
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the amount was raised to Gs. During the
time he has had the school, those behind
him in England have apent £6,556 on the
scheme., It the proposed expansion comes
off it will mean a big thing for the State.
Hon. members need have no fear of child
slavery. We bave heard a good deal about
low wages on farms, but I learn from the
secretary of the Labour Bureau that farm
wages for boys range from 103, a weck and
keep up to 33s. a week and keep, and that of
the 492 pgoldficlds boys who have pnassed
through the Labour Bureau to -agricultural
districts, practically all are quite satisfied
with the life and the conditions, while their
employers are quite satisfled with the boys.

.Any boy worthy of a fair wage will have no

diffienlty in getting it on a farm, for the
farmer knows well that when he has a good
man it pays to keep him. There may be
instances of struggling farmers, not long on
the land, whe have not satisfactory accommo-
dation either for the boys or for themselves,
but in cvery such instance it will be found
that the aceommmodation provided for the boy
is, in every respect, as good as that for the
employer.,  And, let it he remembered, none
of the boys employed under ticse condi-
tions arc complaining. They see that they
have as good accommodation as the em-
ployer has, and they are content. I hope
liou, members will not striks out this item.
Tt would pay uws to grant a eapitation
allowanee for the hoys to be brought ont
by Mr, Fairbridge. Through the Federal
Government we pay £5 for each baby and,
having regard to infant mortality, a boy
nine years of age is worth much more to the
State than is a baby. Morcover, each boy
of nine years lands here with three years’
sehooling provided at the cost of the Eng-
lish Edueation Department.

Hon, W. (. Angwin: Were not some of
the last lot younger than mine yenrs?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The hon
membor would know better than T, for he
was a member of the then Government.
Towever, that is the age resolved upon by
Mr, Tairbridge for the proposed new con-
tingent, Within six or sevemn yeary, those
boys will be turned out from the' farm
school the best of rural citizens, and, trained
jn the country, they will be the Jast to
drift to the city. Whatever proposition Mr,
Fairbridge finally reselves upon must be
put up to the Agent General, which menns
that the Government will be at liberty to
turn it down.

Amendment put and a division taken with

. the following result:—

Ayes . o .9
Noes N e Loo24
Majority against .. 15
AvYis.
Mr. Chesson Mr. Mullany
Mr, Colllor Mr. Rocke
Mr. Holman Mr, Walker
Mr. Joncs Mr. O'Loghlen’
Mr. Lutey {Tolier.)



NoEs.

Mr. Angelo Sir H. B. Lefroy

Mr. Angwin Mr, Mitchell

Mr. Broun Mr. Money

Mr. Brown Mr. Pickering

Mr. Draper Mr, Plesse

Mr. Dult Mr, Pilkinglon

Mr. Durack Mr, Scaddan

Mr. George Mr. Smith

Mr. Griffiths Mr, Thomson
"'Mr. ‘Harrison Mr. Willmott

Mr. Hickmoit Mr., Wilson

Mr. Lainbert Mr. Hardwick

(Telter.)

Amendment thus negatived.’

Mr, HOLMAN: Has special provision
been made to supervise operations when the
childven arrive here? -

The PREMIER: Mr. Ffurbndge has to
submit his proposals and then we shall see
that proper supervision is exercised, We
really have not agrecd to anything.

Mr. Helman: Before anything is agreed
upon, will you let us kmow what tlie condi-
tions aref )

The PREMIER: So far as possible T shall
do so.

Item, Clerks, £1,357:

Mr. LUTEY: This item shows an extra
elerk and an incrcase of £68, There is mo
tndieation what individual salaries are paid
or who is receiving the increase. The total
is only £1,357 and, in view of the present
high cost of living, if that were divided
equally among the eight clerkl they - would
be underpaid,

The PREMIER: The £68 increase is due
to automatic inercases. 1 ecannot say how
much each eclerk receives; there are some

.

juniors.
Ttem, Incidental, including postage, sta-
tionery, travelling, rent, fuel, British in-

come tax, ete,, £2,500:

Mr. LAMBERT: The Premier should ex-
plain the reasen for such an extravagant
amount for travelling allowances, During
the war this position has heen more or less
ornamental.

The Premier: Oh, no!

Hon, W, C, Angwin: It must have been,
heeause the Agent Genaral has been away.

Mr. LAMBERT: T have a limited idea
of the usefulness of the London  agency
under the present oecupant. No doubt most
of this amount s used to enable the Agent
. eneral to attend different functions.

The Premier: No, it is mostly for rent.

Mr. LAMBERT: A striet wateh should
be kept on the apency; it needs a thovough
nverhanl. The Premier should give the
varioug items making up this amount voted
to a very wmuch overpaid and inefficient offi-
cer.

The PREMIER: I regret the hon. mem-
ber’s  coucluding vemarks. The Agent
General is an efficient oand certainly not
overnaid officer. Tf the hon. member swere
in London, he would find it very diffienlt
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to live on the salary. This has been the
experience of every Agent General.

Mr. Lambert: It should be an hono:'ary
position.

The PREMIER: A great deal of ex-
pense is attached to the office, and the
oceupant often has to draw considerably on
his own purse.

Mr. Lambert: They add considerably fo
their income and never come back here,

The PREMIER: The Agent Genernl is
not nllowed to add to his income while
holding the office. Of the £2,500, reit,
taxes, and upkeep of Savoy House amounr
to £1,600, leaving £900 for all other ex-
penses. That is not a large sum.

Mr, 8mith: Not if you say it gquick,
Mr. Jones: A lot of peeple have to live
on less.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It iz important that
we know how much the Agent General
draws for travelling allowance. We vote
£1,500 as salary and, if this is angmented
by £500 or £1,000 for travelling allowancs,
we ghould Kknow of it. The Premier might -
also inform us the travelling allowaneg per
day to which the Agent General is entitled.
It would be very easy to increase the sdlary
by way of an item like thia.

The PREMIER: The Committes cannot
oxpéct me to say off-hand how mueh each
official in the London office draws for travel-
ling expenses. There is a fixed senle for
officials and T think the Agent General, o
hig salary, is entitled to 23s. a day. If the
leader of the Opposition really wants to
know, I shall ascertain the rate and the
actual amount paid. It is true we have not
rpised money or made 'many purchases in
London or sent people out Quring the last
wvear, hut there have been thousands of West
Austrahans in England, and I have been in-
formed thab the office lias heen partienlarly
busy.

Mr, HOLMAN: I do not think the present
vccupant of the office has any great ability,
but the office could be made nseful. The
agency has been found useful by our people
who ™ have been stranded in TLondon. The
cost of stationery, fuel, and postages would
absorh a big portion of the remaining £900,
bhut the various itens should have been shovwn,
It travelling hags the effect of teaching, it
will vequire a great deal of expenditure to
enable the present Agent General to acquire
knowledge. I am not, however, cavilling at ~
the large amowit being spent in London
in this direction.

Mr. Jenes: Would it not be cheaper to
send home a man who is already educated?®

Mr. HOLMAN: Perhaps, I am satisfied
that while the Apent General filled a respon- _
gible position in the State, he was the means
of monev. being wasted to o considerable ex-
tent. The ageney, so far as importance is
concerned, ig not to be compared to-day with
the years that havé gone. Im the past it was
to a cousiderable extent an advertising
ageney. Of late ycars we have been adver-
tised—unfortunately at great expense—all
over the world, and we shall not require to
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make ourselves known to the oxtent that we
had to do in the past. "Tt is time also that
the States worked in eonjunction so as to
do away with so many apencies in London.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The amount set
down here for travelling expenses is a mere
flea-bite. When we set the immigration
poliey in motion, we will find that travelling
expenses will be eharged to loan.

Mr. SMITH: I am not satisfied with the
explanation of the Premier in regard to this
item. The way in which the Kstimates are
put before us now iz an absolnte farce. In-
telligent members are expected to pass the
Estimates en globo without being supplied
with .any information as to how the mouey
has been spent. It is no wonder that a great
deal of time is taken up in asking questions
I would like the Premier to tell us why the
amount which we passed last year, mamcly,
£2,000, was exceeded by £827. We know thal
rent was responsible for £1,600 and cables
for another £700. What then is there left
for statiomery, travelling, and fuel¥ I want
to show that the information which has been
given to us is not quite correct. I would
like to know also why RBritish income tax is
paid. We are passing this vote entirely in the
dark, and while last year we voted £2,000
and spent £2,800, this year we are voting
£2,500., Next year we will probably be asked
to vote £3,500.

Mr. HOLMAN:
North Perth 1is severely eriticising the
Estimates, yet - when - we desire to
bring about an alteration he invariably
votes for the Government. What iz the
nge of criticising a vote unless the hon.
member who is offering that criticism is pre-
pared to support .a reducton or the abelition
of it? That is the only way to show the
Government that members will not tolerate
wagte. We have neither cconomy nor saving
in any direction,

Mr. JONES:

The member for

Our difficulty is that this
item gives practieally no details, Past Hs-
timates did furnish partieulars. To a re-
quest for information the Premier gives only
the baldest reply. Travelling expenses, we
learn, are also paid under other heads of
expenditura.

The Premier: This itemt does not include
the Agent General’s travelling expensea.
There are other officers in the London
Agency.

Mr, JONES: TUnless the Premier gives
o satisfactory explanation, I shall move for
a reduction,

The PREMIER: Does the hor. member ex-
pect me to be prepared to tell him exnctly
how many pounds, shillings, and pence have
been paid by the London agency on account
of postage, stationery, travelling, fuel, and
so forth¥ If the Committee desire a state-
ment of that nature, I shall be pleased to
lay it on the Tahle. T dare say not mmnch
of this item representis travelling expenses.
Cablegrams will account for a good deal of
‘it, and it also includes rent. The London
" Ageney hag been of great uwse to our soldiers
and their parents,
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Item, War bonuses to staff, £350,

Mr. HOLMAN: TIs the amount allottad
for war bonuses distributed at so mueh per
head, as it ought to be, or in proportion to
salaries? The man on a higher salary can
do better without & war bonas than the lower
paid man.

The Premiet:
get any of this,

Mr. HOLMAN: No; but did the aeting
secretary, on about £600 a year, receive six
times as large a bonus as the clerk on £100
a yeary If the Premier has not the infor-
mationr now, perhaps he will obtain it.

The PREMIER: The war bonuses were
paid in consideration of the high cost of liv-
ing oecasioned by the war. The salaries
paid in the London office are comparatively
small.

Mr, Holman:
the bonuses distributed at so much
head?

The Minister for Works: Practieally, it
would he. Very few of the men in the Lon-
don office get over £200 a year.

The PREMIER: The amount was dis-
tributed among officials receiving less than a
certain salary.

Ttem, Consideration for surrender of leaso
of quarters leased by Sir N. J. Moore, and
taken over by Government, £200.

Mr. SMITH: This is a very unusnal item,
and ealls for explanation.

The PREMIER: A house was taken hy
the Agent General under lease, with the
congent of the Government of the day. The
rent was paid by him until he left the
ageney. 'Then the House was no lenger
auitable, becanse it was in the danger zonc.
It could not be sublet, and the result was
that £200 had to be paid for the cancel-
lation of the lease.

Vote put and passed.

The Agent General did not

Was ‘the total amount of
per

Voté — Public  Service  Commissioner,
£1,226: )

Ttem, Secretary, £408.

Mr, SMITH: Is this the officer whose

salary was reduced by the Committee on the
5th Mareh, 1918%

The Premier: You are wrong. His salary
was not reduced last year.

My, SMITH: The salary was redveced hy
Paosliament, but notwithstanding that fact
the officer has, T understand, received the
inerease for which he was put down.

The Premier: You are mistaken.

Mr. SMITH: An increase,was refused,

and in the following year it was again
proposed, and the item passed through un-
noticed. I protest against items being in-
creused after Parliament has reduced them,
Why was this salary not redueed in aecgord-
ance with the vote of the Committee?
" The PREMIER: Last year this officer’s
salary was increased and fixed at £408. In
the previous year the proposed ingrease wasg
struek out, '



Hon. P. COLLIER: I, too, wish to pro-
test becanse of the form in whieh the Esti-
mates have been presented this year. The
mutilation of this form. was started in the
year before last, and was -continned last
year. It is impossible to find from the
Fstimates what the vote was the year be-
fore. A promise was given that the Esti-
mates would be restored to their old form,
but this promise has not been kept. We
used to have a column showing the expendi-
ture, but now there js no means of knowing
what the vote was, or whether it was ex-
coeded or mot, I hope the Premier will see
that the Estimates are not shown in this
form next year. The officers of the Treas-
.ury knew of the promise that was made
and ought to be brought to book for their
neglest. They ought to be rcprimanded, and
it would be a good thing if the salary of ihe
officer immediately eoncerned was reduced
as a lesson to him, The fact that there was
an inerease in the salary of this officer last
vear wag due to there being no column in
the Estimates to show what it was the pre-
vions year, T bhelieve the Estimates were
presented in the form they were in, so as to
mislead the Committee, and in order that
- some of the highly paid officers might get
increases whieh the Commitiee wonld not
know about. The P'remier is, of course, not
- responsible in this matter.

The PREMIER: The old form of our Esti-
mates is better than the present one. Tf T
had’ noticed that the columns were mot in-
serted as before, I should have had them
put in. Next year I will. zee that the Bsti-
mates are properly presented.

Ttem, Clerks, £552, -

Mr. LUTEY: There are only three clerks
provided for thiz year, but the amount is
greater than it was last year. Wn have no
means of keowing who is receiving sn in-
erease in salary. 1 am pleased that the
Premier has given the assurance that the
Estimates will be presented in proper form
next year. If it were not for ihe conse-
guent delay in the eonduet of business, T
should be inclined to move that the Wati-
mates should be sent back and placed in
proper form,

The PREMIER: There were fuour clerks
last year but one was temporarily enployed,
though he happened to be included in the
Estimates. There are really only three
clerks and a temporary junior.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: Is it customary to
pay clerks in excess of their classificationt
Are they all served in the same way?

The PREMIER: Yes. Statutory In-
ereases have heen given,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Has anything been
done in the matter of reorganising the Pub-
lic Service! We know that the Minjster
for Works has done a-good deal in that
direction,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: That is doubtful.

Mr. GRIFPITHS: We have heard of the
attempt at reorganisation in the Treasury,
but what has been done? It is generally
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admitted that something in this way is
vrgently needed. .

The PREMIER: We are contemplating
housing the officials of the various depart-
nicuks in Government buildings. The Min-
ister for Works has had alterations made
to many buildings and a considerable sor-
ing should be effected in that way. There
has also been a saving in regard to the pay-
mentg by the Treasury for practically all
departments, The work done by Mr. Glyde
and Mr. Munt for the Public Serviee Com-
missioner has been useful. We aro going
inte the question of amalgamating indus-
tries of kindred nature.

Hon. W, C. Apgwin: How is it possible
for the Under Secretary for Works and the
Under Treasurer to assist the Commissioner
and earfy out their own duties?

The PREMIER: It is possible for them
to do il that is necded. Under the Act
agsistants anre appointed to help the Com-
niissioner by doing speeial work, as may be
required by the Government. I do not
know how much saving will be effected by
the reorganisation, but it will be a con-
siderable one. It will, of course, involve a
change in the methods adopted. The great
bulk of the civil servants are capable and
bkard-working men. We shall probably have
to aslk Parliament to alter many . Actz in
order to bring about what we desire. The
total amount paid last year under the Civil
Serviee Act was £402,658, to 863 officers.
It will, therefore, be seen that there is not
much room for economy there. There arc
also B2 fewer officers cmployed under the

_ Publie Service Aet than there were in the

previous year. It is certainly our inten-
tion to effect cconomies where these are
possible.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Motor ear serviee, £4,447:
Item, Clerk, £204.

Mr. SMITH: This appears to De a new
item, and the Committee ought to be in-
formed when new officers are appointed in
this way.

The PREMIER: The Government motor
ears have all been brought together and
housed at the Government garage. It is
necesgary that we should have some con-
trol, and that control entails a good deal
of work. The ¢lerk iz in the Premier’s
Office. A great deal of expenditure has

* been saved by the appointment of this

officer,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This is a very
clever piece of work, designed to cover up
an increase of expenditure. By this dodge
the Premier’s Office shows a decrease of £9
instend of an increase of £195. All that
has been done has been to transfer the item
to Government motor cars.

The Minister for Works:
what has been dome.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: But it is, pre-
cisely. There is not sufficient work in the
Government garage to warrant the appoint-

That is wot
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ment of this elerk.” The hooks are lept by
the men in the garage,

The Minister for Works: We have nearly
¢very departmental ear in that place now,

Hon. W, €, ANGWIN: Tt is impossibla
to say how many cars are there.

The Premier: There are 16.

Hon, W. G, ANGWIN: Is the police car
there?

The Minister for Works: Not the police
ear nor the lunacy ear, but all others are
there. .

IHon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: I suggest that
they, too, should be sent there.

The Premier: We shall have to appoint
another clerk. )

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: This item should
he shown in the Bstimates of the Premier’s
Oflice, because more than half the time of
this elerk is employed in the work of
tha Premier’s Office. Thig is merely a
cunning move to permit of a deercage in-
stend of nn ingrease being shown in the Es-
timates of the Premier’s Office.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Some
time ago. it was decided that all depart-
mental cars should be bronght into the Gov-

erunent garage, To-llay that garage is doing

all the repairs, and probably the building
will have to bhe extended. The motor car
serviee is controlled hy Mr., Shapeott, who
exereises supervision and has a clerk to keep
the records. Some of the departments do not
like the new system at all, but we are deter-
mined to have proper control of departmental
cars.
Ttem, Purchase of cars, £300,

Mr., SMITH: What sort of ear is to be
purehased for £3007

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
necessary to parchase another ear, which I
nnderstand will be a Ford.

My, Latey: Why are not the police cars
stationed at the garage?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It was
proposed to bring the police car to the gar-
age. but it was found from represeniations
maie by the Commissioner of Police that the
car was required at the poliee station at all
Liours of the day and night.

Vote put and passed. -
Yote—Lithographie, £5,600. .
Jtém, Government Lithographer, £456:

Mr. SMITH: There is here an inerease of

£12. What does it mean?

The Minigter for Works: It is a statutory
advanee.

Mr. SMITH: T am not going to agree to
inercases to heads of departments when the
under-dog is searcely able ta get a living
wage.

The Minister for Worky: They all bhave .

their advanceés.

Mr. SMITH: Nothing of the sort. [ know
of men in the department getting 9s. 7Td.
a day.. We should treat’ all alike. The heads
of departments get their increnges year by
year, whether passed by the Committee . of

-these increases could be provided.
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not. On the other hand, men on low salaries
have been refused inercases. T move an
amendment—

That the item bé reduced by £12.
Amendment put anid negatived,
Vote put and passed.
Vote—Printing, £38,985.

Ttem, Government Pr'm‘ter, £636

Mr, SMITH:; Last your we voted £600 to
this officer and Le was paid £618. This year
the amount is increased to £636. 1t is 1men-
strous that highly paid oflicials shonld eon-
tinue to receive inercases without any protest
being raised, notwithstanding that the Treas-
ury is practically empty and the lower paid
men are ignored.

My, GRIFFITHS: T agree with the mem-
her for Noith Perth. Thongh this might be
deseribed as an avtomatic increase, there is
discontent in the Public Serviee, due to the
heads of departments receiving inereases and
not the men in the Inwer positions.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
the war broke out, dll statutory incredses
wers stopped by the previons Government.
Neither licads of departmonts nor the saluried
officers under them reccived any advances,
The previous Government ‘considerell the
question bhecanse of the fincrensed cost of
living and beeause .an advanee of roughly £10
a vear had been awarded by the Arvhitration
Court to wagea men.  The Public Service
Commissioner inquired idte the matter and
we found that, for a suem of about £3,000,
The pre-
sant Premier comsidered that it would net be
unfair to give an increase of £10 or £12 a
year to these receiving £180 or £204. The
next question was whether advances shounld
he granteil to officers receiving over £250.
The Public Servie: Commissioner was con-
gulted and the Government felt that if for
another £3,000, making £5,000 or £6,000 in
all, we conld bring eontentment to the Publie
Service, the comntry could well afford it.
These inerenses were given- as C(rom the Ist
January. I believe no statntory inerease was
given to the higher paid officials until within
the last few months, and then it was dated
back to the beginning of the vear. The in-
crease was warranted Ly the inereased cost of
living, "=~

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: If the Minister per-
uses the Pablic Service list, he will find that
numerons officers in reeeint of much higher
galaries than £400 or £500 have received in-
crepges out of all proportion to those paid
to men on the lower rungs of the ladder, T
hope the member for North Pewtl will move
to reduee the item. This House should indi-
cale its attitude in repard to incrcases gen-’
erally. It is not the econvietion of the »-o-
vle that the highly paid offieers. receiving
£400 or £450, to whom the cost of living does
not apply

" The Premier: Qf course it applies to then.

Mr, VLOGHLEN: To a very Mmited ex-

tent C -
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The Minister for Works: We all feel it.

Mr. Smith: The higher paid wan has a
margin to work on,

Mr. O’LOGHMLEN: If the man on £500 a
vear feels it, God help the man on £200 a
year!

Mr. Pickering:

year man?
- Mr, O'LOGHLEN: A public servant on
£300 a year might be able to get throuwgh.
I the member for Bussex is referring to a
member 'of Parlimment who has to subseribe
to charitable appeals, fight elections, and be
at the beck and call of constituents for a
few years, and then be tossed out on his pink
ear, he is citing a very strong elaim, The Mia-
ister for Works should not laugh. There
seems to be more desire to increase the sal-
ary of the heads of departments than that
of the man at the bottom.  The Minister
ghakes his head but, for 12 months, we have
appealed to him fo increase the rate of
95, 7d. a day paid to wages men in his de-
partinent. The other day, when it became
inevitable, he increased the rate by 1ld. a
day but, i the last three years, with the cost
of commodities soaring to the clouds, those
people have becr unable to buy boots and
clothes for their childrén. Some of these
men have a family of eight to support. We
tried to cnlist the Minister’s sympathy, but
failed. The Government could not give these
men a little more, though the cost of living
was pressing at their very vitals,

The Miniater for Works: Are you putting
that quite fairly?

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: I hope the Minister
will not aceuse me of being unfair,

The Minister for Works: I do not think
you sec it from the same point of view as
I do.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T hope we sha.]] not
approve of a policy which will give an in-
erease to men in a fair position—men  who
could easily wait for another year—and mot
to the unfortunates on the £200 mark, The
Minister knows the inordinate prices ruling
for clothes, foodstulls, and rent. I admit an
inerease of wages will not solve the problem.
If we pay civil servants another £20 or £50,
they will be no hetter off when the merry-go-
round comes to an end Dbecause, a8 soon as
a rise is given, up gocs the price of commo-
dities. Jf the Government could bring down
the price of commodities, most of the salaries
paid would bhe adequate, but they will be un-
able to do it. A few years ago, they eould
have prevented prices from going up, but
now that they have gone up, it is impoasible
to bring them down. All we ean hope for
is that they will be able to prevent prices
from going any higher.  The teachers ave
elamonring for increases; many of them are
on fairly low salaries.

The Premicr: We gave them something.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Only an infinitesimal
increase.

The Minister for WorkS'
conmdemhla sUm,

Smith: The Preniier gavc them some
cheap adviee.

What about the £300 a

It ran into a
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Mr, O'LOGHLEN: There is a good deal
of discontent in the Public Service which
perhaps s uot justified. During last week,
public servants have rated me beeaunse thuy
thought I was partial to a proposition to in-
creasg the allowance te members of Parlia-
ment. Some of them are getting more than
L am, and they have no elections to fight.
Some of them crificise one to his face; the
others write letters to the paper saying we
are robbing the Treasury., 1 am net pre-
parcd to listen to every claim put forward,
uecause many civil servants will fight for a
man who ig really not entitled to more. The
Government shonld intimate how far they
arg pl'epul‘ed to go in gr:mting inervases to
nen in reecipt of £300, £350, and £400. An
officer in the Public belvm, roceiving £3500
or more is on a pretty g,ood wicket.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon,
member hag practically aceused me of not
dealing fairly with the men employed by the
department. No one knows botter than the
hou. member that the men he referred to
have cases before the Arbitration Court. At
present, the timber workers liave a c¢ase pend-
ing, and the member for Murchison is fight-
ing their claims.

Mr. O’Loghlern: That would not prevent
you from giving them more bread and butter.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When a
Minister has trading econcerns to deal with,
he has to consider then from the rules of
trading conecins and businass.

Mr. Holman: That is absurd.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When an
appenl is being made to a_tribunal, it would
be out of the ordinary course of business fior
o Minister to make any alterations.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Yon did it last week be-
fore the ease came on.

The MINISTER IPOR WORKS: I found
it had be¢n done by others in the timber
trade and I felt we should follow suif.

Mr, O’Loghlen: You should have taken
the lead.

The MINITSTER FOR WORKS: It docs
not matter a dump whether we pay a man
Gs. or £6 a day so long as his labour brings
in an equivalent or a little more in return.
If the cominodities a man produces will stand
the payment of £1 » day in wages, T am not
avarse te it being paid. I endeavour to be
sympathetic towards the working man, T
have worked amongst them and have gov-
erned a great many of them, and I claim I
lave a charncter in Australia for iealing
with men fairly. T have never had complaints
from men in my employ but, when one is a
Minister, be is a trustee for the people and
mnst consider their interests,

Mr. HOLMAN: The Minister for Works
has entircly misled the Commitiec. He is
repeating parrot like the arguments used
againgt the workers at all times. An award
made by the Arbitration Court sets out the
Jowest rate that shall be paid, but no do-
cent, homest, or respectable employer will
placc every man on the minimum rate. Jf
we are fo give inereases we should give
the man on the lowest rung of the ladder the
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£20 and those on the highest grade £5. In-
stead of -that the Government reverse the
pogition, They give the man on the highest
rung the highest increase, and the poorly
paid- man the lowest. We shonld give the
poorly paid people at least a clhance of got-
ting enough food to eat; and clothing with
‘which to cover their nakedness, which they
cannot do at the present fime.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: It is my intention
to move for a reduction in this item,

The Premier: This is 4 grade increase.

Flon. W. C. ANGWIN: So long as there
are men eniployed by the Government who
are in rveeeipt of 9s. 7d. a day, T shall vote
against increases to bighly paid officers.
These men in receipt of Y8, 7d. a day have
been promrized that when the Arbitration
Court has determined anothcr matter which
does not concern thom, theoir wages will be
takea into conaideration.

The Premier: They will get back pay.

Tlon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: They are starving
in the meantime. 1 kmow one case where
there are six in the fam’ly and where ront
amounting to 12s. weekly is paid. How is
it possible for a family to live on £2 5s. a
woek? Those people are going short of the
necessaries of life andl consequently are be-
soming weakened in  their conskitutions.
Why cannot the Government pay these men
the sawe rate as is paid to the men employed
by the Harbour Trust, namely, 1ls., until
the award is given? The Government
shoulil see that these men get the neees-
saries of life before increases in galaries are
given to officers who are in receipt of £600
and upwards. T move an amendment—

That the item be reduced by £36.

The PREMIER: I understand the hon.
member wishes to enter a prolest against
the rate of wage paid to.certnin men at
TFremantle, but I doubt whether it is the
proper thing to select the salary of the Gov-
ernment Printer as the one to veduce in
ordor to enter that protest. The Govern-
ment Printer is onc of the best officers we
have in the State savviece. BEvery officer in
the serviee has had a grade increase. That
is provided for under the Public Serviee
Aet,

Hon. W. G. Angwin: That was denied in
the Press.

The PREMTER: And with absolute truth,
too. The under secrctariegs are mot under
the Act. Their inerenses are here for hen.
memhers to deal with.

Hon. P. Collier: We did not pass grade’

inereases last year.

The PREMTER: We thonght the time hail
arvived to grant grade inereases. The
memher for Novtlh-East Fremantle knows
full well- :

Foi. W, €. Angwin:
mantle are starving, .

The PREMIER: That these grade in-
erenges are made nnder the Act. It would
he wrong .therefore to cut out this vote.
fan  anyone say that the Government
Printer is overpaid? Te could get a far

That men in Tre-

[ASSEMBLY.] L

better salary elsewhere than he is drawing
from the State. He is a very capable offi-
cer and is doing important work.

Mr. Jones: We admit that.

Mr. Smith: I think he is a most expen-
give officer. :

The PREMIER: That is not se.
saved the State a considerable - sum  of
money. We proposc to amalgamate the
litho, branch with the printing office and in
that way we hope to save a considerable sum
of money annually. I sympathise with the
member for North-Kast I'remartle,

1{1011. W. €. Apgwin: Sympathy

ood.

The FREMIER: When.we discussed the
matter previonsly I tell the hon. membor
we. had agreed -to. pay whatever was fixed
hy the court and make the paynients re-
trospective to the 1st Aungust.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Will you alse do that
with the State sawmills employees?

The PREMIER: It was thought that thé
Railway award wowld' be:awvnilable before
this, but it has not been possible to avoid
the delay. _—

Mr, O'Loghlen: There ig nothing to stop
you giving tliess Fromantle men hread and
hutter in the meantime.

The PREMIBR: Whatever

He has

is no

rate is fixed

will be paid from the lst August. The
mentber for Forrest {Mr. O’Loghlgn) can

deal with the sawmill employees when we
reach the works cstimates. The member for

North-East Fremantle may rest assured
that the men to whom he has
referred wiil be treated Justly.

The matter of paying inercases to public ser-
vants on the lower rungs of the ladder is
under congideration now. I hope the amend-
ment will be withdrawn.

Mr. SMITH: T do not object to increascs
bt T am going to try to insist that all Gov-
ernment employces shall be treated alike, It
is wtterly unfair that leads of deparbments
should veegive statutory increascs while the
lower paid men are referred to the Arhitra-
tion Court.. The man on £600 a year lhas a
margin, but the man reegiving the minimum
ranungration, is almost unable to live. T
have in ‘mind especially about a dozen men
employed in the Water Supply Davartment,
Tor the pust 12 monthg I have been trying,
unsuccessfully, to get the Minister for Works
to pay them a decent wage. The Ministor’s
grgument that in eonuectim'} with a trading
¢omeern one mnst get value' for wages paid
does not apply in the éase of the Water
Bupply Department, who ¢an charge any
rates they please. The departnent?s evstom-
ers, I ani sure, do not d¢sivé that the Gov-
ernment should sweat emplogees. T have also
in minl four tramyay inspoetors who are
being paid 11s. 6d, per ‘day for ‘inspecting
men reeeiving higher rates thaw that. The
rosition is absurd; the pay of the inspectors
should be raised. T shall support the mem:
her for North-East’ F'romantle in 'this matter
unless T receive the Premier’s assurance ‘that
Government employcées on 93, 7d. a day wilt
veeeive a decent wago. On the 'Premier’s
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line of reasoning, why should not the de-
partmental heads be referred to the Arbi-
tration Court?

The Premier: If it were a matter of
thousands of votes, it would be all right;
but because the departmental heads are few
in number they are attacked.

Mr. PICKEERING: My sympathies are
entirely with the men on the lower rungs of
the ladder. However, men in the higher
positions, men carrying the responsibilities
. of entire departments, have had their inecre-
ments withheld for years; and they should
now be encouraged by being granted some
reasonable advances. I shall therefore sup-
port the item as it stands.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It does not take
any more to keep alive a man receiving £600
a year than to keep alive one receiving £150,
I do not know that the official respongibili-
ties of the former have increased his cost of
living. While I say now, as I have often
zaid before, that the great fault in Australia
is that we will mot pay men pufficient sala-
ries, I cannot lose sight of the fact that men
who are, and have been, almost starving,
have already waited six months for an in-

. erease. In this matter I am entirely with
the member for North Perth, We want to
see that the lowest pajd Government em-
ployees receive gufficient to enable themselves
and their wives and ehildren to live. I have
personal knowledge of a man on 9s. 7d. per
day, who resides in the -metropolitan area,
paying 123. 6d. per week rent—the least
amount for which he can obtain aceommeda-
tion—and having five children to keep. Of
course he eannot do it; he is going back all
the time. Some two months ago I used my

endeavours to prevent a strike, and I then -

obtained from the Premier a promise that
the men affected should he paid retrospee-
tively from the 1lst Aungust any increase
which might be granted them by the Arbitra-
tion Court. PBut now the Arbitration Court
has closed down indefinitely. Those men ask
the Government to pay them the same rate
as the Fremanile Harbour Trust pdy for
similar work.

The Minister for Minea:
different position.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: They are in ex-
actly the same position, and are working
side by side with the Harbonr Trust ém-
ployces. The Government employee is paid
9s. 7d. a day, and the man he is working
with receives 11s. If the Premier has not
got the money at present to make up this
diffcrence to them I hope he will at all events
give a promise to do so. If men are kept om
a wage which is not a living wage it will
not be long before the work they do and the
worry they have put them urderground,
and the Government will then have to keep
their widows and families. We are now
asked to vote a substantial inerease to a
man earning £600 a year while those other
unfortunate men are starving,

The PREMIER: T understand that owing
to the nnfortunate illness of a member of the
Arbitration Court the award, by which we
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propose to be guided in the case of the men
at Fremantle, cannot be delivered. I will as-
certain by the time the House meets again on
Tuesday what chance there is of the award
being delivered at an early date. I did not
know that Mr. Daglish wag 8o ill, T am just
as anxious that every man should have a de-
cent rate of pay as is the hon. member.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That will suit me.

Hon. P. COLLIER: This is the first
chance we have of dealing with the highly
paid officers in the service.

The Premier: This officer is under the
Public Bervice Act.

Hon, P. COLLIER: What we do to-night
in regard to this officer we shall be com-
pelled, if we are consistent, to do with re-
gard to every other highly paid officer in the
service. If we pass this increase we bhave
no reasonable ground for not passing the
others that will come before us later. On
what are these. increases based? Have the
Government agreed to give a grade increase
throughout the serviee? If so, I cannot under-
stand the position. This officer is down for
ap inerease of £18. Is that a grade rise on a
£600 salary? Are all the other increases we
are to deal with later on merely grade rises
as weli¥ In the Mines Department the as-
sistaut to the Under Secretary receives an
inerease of £24 a year although his salary
is £432 a year. 'The higher the salary the
higher is the grade rise. The Commissioner
of Taxation was drawing £650 last year, and
he is now set down for £756, _Is that also
a grade rise? I admit that when we have
capable men in charge of important depart-
ments we muost pay them a salary adequate to
the services they render, or we shall lose
them. I hope before we pass any of these
increages we shall preserve some degree of
consistency. I think we ought to report pro-
gress in order that we may look further into
the matter. It iz important that we should
know what we are doing in regard to in-
ereases to higher paid officers and others in
the service. We should not blindly vote £18
to this officer, £24 to another, and other
amounts of £48, £56, £98, £106, and up to
£112.

The PREMIER: A grade rise of £36 is
granted to this officer as from the 1st Janu-
ary last year. He was paid abt the higher
rate for six monthg of last year, which meant
that he received £18 more than if there had
been no grade inerease. Naturally he gets an
additional £18 thig year to make up the dif-
ference.

Hon. P. Collier:
£600¢%

The PREMIER: It is £36. The rise there
is according to the salary. A man on £250
would get £12, and at another stage £24.
These grade rises date back to the 1st Janu-
ary of this year.

Mr. Pickering: He i3 not getting an in-
crease on last year’s ratef

The PREMIER: No, not as applied to the
last six months of the last financial year.

What is the grade rise on
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Officers under the Public Service Act receive
grade increases in proportion to their sal-
aries. .

Mr. Munsie: How is it that & man on a
lower salary géts £52%

The PREMIER: His position may have
beeni changed.

E{,'(m' P, Collier: [s it a grade rise through-
out

The PREMIER: Yes, for officers under
the Public Service Act.

Ion, P. Collier: Is it 2 -one grade risef

The PREMIER: Yes,

The Minister for Minea: Except in special
tases reported by the Public Service Com-
missioner, which would mean a change of
regponsibility,

The PREMIER: I think my explanation
should be satisfactory to the hon. member.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The Premier says that
a grade rise has been granted all round.
This officer on £600 receives an increase of
£36, How comes it that another officer on
the same mark is down for an increase of
£1007 It refutes the statement of the Pre-
micr that consistency has been observed in
these grade rises.

The Premier: In the instance referred to,
special duties have been undertaken.

Hon, P. COLLIER: We ought to be per-
fectly clear as to what the policy of the
Government is in regard to increases, some
of whieh are not according to the scale laid
down., '

The Minister for Mines: There are special
reagens for the apparent inconsistencies.

Hon, P, COLLIER: I hope thoss incon-
gigtencies will be satisfactorily explained.
Seemingly this officer last year received a
grade rise for a half year, and now he gets
it for the full year, which brings him to
£636. The question is whether the Commit-
tee is justified in voting inereases to officers
in receipt of snlaries of £600 and £700.

My, Willmott: This officer’s position has
been classified to £804, and the terms of the
appointment were that he shonld be auto-
matically advanced to hia maximum.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Others on low galaries
ara finding it very diffieult to live. T know
that this officer is doing exeellent work, and
it iz only on prineiple that I am inguiring
into the inerease.

Mr, MUNSIE: I am still puzzled to a
certain extent over these increnses. The
Premier gave us to understand that an offi-

. eer reeceives £12 inereases, according to his
galary. If that is so, he had betier re-print
his FEstimates because he has not granted
those increases. One officer on £300 is re-
ceiving £36 increase; another on £312 is
receiving £24 increage; another on £360 is
receiving £48 inerease, and another on £600
is receiving £36 increase.

The Premier: There may be some special
duties.

Hon. P. Collier: It seems evident some
have reeceived two grade rises.

[ASSEMELY.]

The Minister for Mines: It was arranged
that there should be one grade rise to all
public servants, but speecial ecases would be
congidered on their merits.

Mr. MUNSIE: Under these Estimates,
some officers on fairly low salaries will be
reduced. ‘

The Premier: No oné has been reduced.
. Mr, MUNSIE: Yet we are voting in-
creases to men receiving £600 and over.

The Minister for Minea: It is not the
individual who is showa on the Estimates
but the office, and the office might be filled
for only nine months of the year,

‘Mr. MUNSIE: There are hundreds of
cases in these Estimates of men getting £4
a week and less who have received no in-
creage and, while that is so, T am not dis-
posad to increase the salary of a man get-
ting £600 a year.

Amendment put and negatived.

Vote put and passed.

Mr. SMITH: I move—

That progress be reported.

Motion put and passed.
[The Spealker resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.

BILL—PEARLING ACT AMENDMENT,
Couneil’s Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Assembly.

BILL—SLATUGHTER OF CALVES
RESTRICTION.

Returned from the Couneil
amendment.

without

House edjourned at 10.45 psm.



